FRUITFULNESS

SOWING & REAPING
"He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly.  He who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully." (2Cor.9:6)
When I was a child my family lived on the outskirts of a small country town, but I went to school two miles out from it. On my way there I was surrounded by small farms, and saw first-hand, the cycle of sowing and reaping.
As I went to and from school I often watched the ground being tilled and prepared for the planting of various kinds of crops. I saw seed being sown, sometimes by hand in those days.
Weeks later, after gentle showers of rain, and the warmth of the sun, the bare fields - they were too small to use the Australian term of paddock - would begin to be covered by deep green growth.
Over a period of months the seedlings would grow till they were waving in the wind like seas of green. Then the grain heads would begin to appear, green also at first, and gradually fattening, until they would begin to turn to a rich golden colour.
As kids, we often hopped the fence and plucked some of the ripe grain heads. We'd rub them in our hands to separate the chaff from the grain. We'd open our hands to the wind and the chaff would be blown away, leaving just the grain, which we'd munch as we walked. (Luk.6:1)

I didn't think very much about these things as a child, but, after having died with Christ to the power of sin (Rom.6:5-14), and having been reborn of God (1Jh.3:9, 5:4, 5:18); after having had my blind eyes opened to the glory of God's Word (Luk.24:32&45); those experiences all began to take on tremendous significance. Now, I've come to realise that these natural processes, like everything else in all of our God's creation, are pictures of great spiritual realities.
Then, at the age of twelve I got my first old bicycle, which meant I could travel the two miles to and from school a lot faster. But in the process I lost sight of the sowing and reaping going on around me.
Nevertheless, the understanding of the processes and principles involved has stayed with me. I'm very grateful to God for having had the opportunity to witness these things for myself.
I feel sad for all those, of every generation, who have gown up without the awareness of what's involved in much of our God's creation, and, as a result, have been deprived of a glorious opportunity of coming to appreciate more fully our tasks of sowing and reaping in the spiritual realm.  Especially I feel sad for those who are growing up in this instant, fast food, world of today.
It's no wonder that so few Christians have any appreciation of the time, work, effort and loving patience which are necessary in preparing the ground, sowing the seed, watering and weeding the crop, then carefully harvesting the fully ripened, spiritual grain.
The Lord has promised that he will give rain for the seed with which we sow the ground. (Is.30:23, Jh.4:14) But just what kind of seed are we sowing in the lives of those we come in contact with. "He who sows to his own flesh, will, from the flesh, reap corruption. But he who sows to the Spirit, will, from the Spirit, reap eternal life." (Gal.6:8)
So often we have great "outreach" plans, trying to duplicate the Holy Spirit's work of convincing and convicting. (Jh.l6:8) Many times we see individuals being coaxed into 'making a commitment’, into 'becoming a Christian', into being 'reborn', before the Spirit of God has completed his work.
As a result, we often end up with many deformed, underdeveloped, and very weak and sickly 'church members', who require enormous spiritual effort and resources, just to keep them barely alive. This has a terribly draining effect on the body of Christ, using up much of the spiritual energy needed for real bodily growth. (Eph.4:11-16)
Unless we have learned to pray - realising that "we don't know how to pray as we ought", but allowing "the Spirit to come to our aid, in our weakness, interceding for the saints (through us) with sighs too deep for words", too deep, and too full of meaning, to be expressed in our words (Rom.8:26-27) - the church will continue to be very far short of what God wants her to be. And what she must be before Christ's return. (Rev.l9:7-8, 21:9-14)
Remember, the saints are those whose names are written in the "Book of Life", chosen in Christ since before the foundations of the world were laid. (Rev.3:5, 13:8, 17:8, Eph.l:4)
We don't know how many of the unsaved people around us are among those in that book, among those who don't yet know that their names are so recorded. Prior to 1970 I didn't know mine was there, but it was. What about you?
If we have learned to ask, allowing the Spirit to intercede through us, then we will surely see gentle showers of heart softening, "living water", falling on the sin hardened spiritually desensitised lives of those around us. We'll see this living water sinking in and softening the ground, hardened by, among other things, the trampling of man's religious systems. (Ps.65:10, Jh.7:37-39, Acts 3:19)
As we continue to give the Spirit of Christ free course in our lives, opportunities will come to prepare people's lives to receive the Seed of the Word. Opportunities will also come to water and care for the new growth. We'll be vessels reflecting the light and warmth of the spiritual Son, which will cause the new growth to form grain heads, developing to a full, mature harvest for our God.
In the natural some seeds germinate quickly, some slowly; others can take several years. There are still more who need the intense heat of fire (tragedy or disaster) to open their hard shell and allow germination to take place.
Again, in the natural there are plants and trees which grow quickly, others take many years of rain and heat to reach their full, mature size, in order to reproduce.
The natural has been created by God to be a close parallel of the spiritual, "first the physical then the spiritual" (1Cor.l5:46), so we can begin to discover God’s truths by what's shown there. (Rom.1:19-20, Ps. 19:1-4) This is of course why man's old nature, his pride, inspired by Satan, is so keen to accept mindless evolution as his origin, rather than God, to whom he will be answerable.
In all of our God's creation there is no instant, fast food. Everything is in its time. (Ecc.3:1) When we try to produce 'instant Christians', it has the same effect on the body of Christ as its natural counterpart has on our physical bodies. The body becomes overweight and sluggish with non-functioning members, which, like the fat of the physical, should not be there.  These end up damaging it, and retard its growth, resulting in all sorts of problems.
There is no short cutting the process laid down by God, without adverse consequences, except, of course, if he, by his sovereign power decides to do an instant work, which he sometimes does. But the record of his Word, both in the scriptures, and in his creation, shows clearly that these times are the exception, not the rule. The rule being that "there is a time for everything" (Ecc.3:1-8), and that time is set by God. (Jer.29:10-13)
If we want to be able to come home to our God and Father, carrying our sheaves - that is the sheaves of our spiritual harvest - with us (Ps.l26:6), then we must be prepared to go out weeping for the lost, with God's overwhelming love for them filling our hearts (Rom.5:5), and with our eyes flowing with tears of love for them (Lam.2:18-19), as we "sow beside all waters". (Is.32:20)
Is this how we are? Or have we become like I did, when I got my first bicycle. Are we, like the world around us, in such a hurry to get where we want to go, that we get on 'our bikes' and are no longer aware of what's happening around us?
Do we no longer see those spiritually lonely, frightened, hungry, thirsty, naked and barefooted people, agonising about their future, with no one to take them by the hand - no one to lead them to the fountain of Living Water (Jh.4:10-15) - no one to gather in - to harvest - the ripe grain (Matt.9:37) - no one to water the dry ground of their lives with the loving tears of Christ's compassion (Luk.19:41-42, 1Jh.4:17), not just our own human compassion - no one to bind up their awful wounds, pouring in the heart softening oil of our God's kindness, and the wine of his convincing, healing mercy and forgiveness? (Luk.10:30-37)
Of course I'm not talking here about our overseas missionaries. I'm talking about our work, yours and mine, right where we live, in our local community.  I sometimes wonder how many of us today are like a Christian I knew years ago who said it was all right for me to talk about witnessing to non-christians, but he didn't know any.
Just how locked into our own close circle of Christian 'friends' are we? How far do we carry the idea of spending our time with those we feel comfortable with?
Jesus said we were to be witnesses for him right where we live, our Jerusalem and Judea. (Acts 1:8)
But do our non-christian neighbors know we follow Jesus Christ, the Word of God?
Do we sow sparingly, or do we sow bountifully? (2Cor.9:10)
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